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Senate Majority Leader Sikkema Calls on Governor 
to Remove Canvassers from Board 

Senator Cropsey’s legislation will end board’s ability to block electoral rights 
 
Lansing - Senate Majority Leader Ken Sikkema today called upon Gov. Jennifer Granholm to 
uphold the state Constitution by removing two members of the Board of State Canvassers for 
violating their oath of office. 
 
The letter was sent because two Granholm appointees refused to follow a court order yesterday 
and place an item on the 2006 ballot. Under Article V, Section 10 of the Michigan Constitution, 
the governor has the sole authority to act in these matters. 
 
“Since I became Majority Leader, the Senate has had to reject an appointment only once. It was 
to the Board of State Canvassers and it was because that person had clearly violated her oath of 
office,” said Sikkema, R-Wyoming. “That board is not a pulpit from which people should 
espouse their personal or political views. The governor must remove Paul Mitchell and Doyle 
O’Connor from office immediately so we can start to restore the public’s faith in the electoral 
process.” 
 
Sikkema also said he supports legislation being prepared by Sen. Alan Cropsey that takes all the 
board’s authority - except for certification of elections - and gives it to the director of the State 
Bureau of Elections. 
 
“The two board members flagrantly defied an order from the Court of Appeals and stood in the 
way of the people of Michigan who are trying to use their constitutionally protected rights to 
petition government,” said Cropsey, R-DeWitt, who is a lawyer and former member of the Board 
of State Canvassers. “I have no doubt this unconscionable behavior will result in a contempt 
order from the court. What is in doubt is whether the governor will now fulfill her constitutional 
duty to protect the people by finally dealing with this issue appropriately.” 
 

### 
 
Editor's note:  A copy of Sen. Sikkema's letter is attached, as well as a copy of Article V, 
Section 10 of the Michigan Constitution.  
 
 
 






